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The magazine you hold in your
hands is one of Rotary’s oldest tradi-
tions. In January of 1911, a 12-page
newsletter called The National Rotarian
was published; it contained an essay by
Paul Harris, “Rational Rotarianism,”
along with club news and editorials. Of
the new publication, Harris wrote: " The
primary purpose of The National Rotar-
ian is to provide a means for the ex-
change of ideas between Rotarians
throughout the world, not to give the
national officers an opportunity to ex-
press their views. These messages are not
written merely to fill space; nevertheless
we look forward to the day when they
will be literally crowded out by surging
mobs of virile Rotarian ideas struggling
to be heard."

Today, with Rotary’s club member-
ship spanning more than 200 countries
and geographical areas, the mandate of
its publications is more complex, and
more vital, than ever. The English-
language flagship magazine, The Rotar-
ian , is edited at Rl headquarters in
Evanston, I1I., USA, and has a circulation
of about 500,000. Around the world, 31
more magazines are published in 24
other languages, for a total of 32 maga-
zines published by the Rotary World
Magazine Press, and a total circulation of
about 1.25 million.

The RI Board of Directors has
designated April of every year as Maga-
zine Month. It is a time to recognize the
role that our Rotary publications play in
our Rotary lives —and the role that we

should play in our publications. For the
magazines to live up to Paul Harris’
original vision, it takes more than just an
editorial staff: It also takes the good
work of Rotarians. | always feel that the
best part of reading any Rotary publica-
tion is the opportunity to find out what
other clubs are doing. Each issue, each
article, is a chance to be informed and
inspired.

In an era when electronic commu-
nication seems to be everywhere, the role
of the paper-and-ink magazine is still
important to our organization. Rotary
magazines provide us with an overview
of what's happening in different clubs
and districts as well as important news
and updates from RI headquarters. Even
the many Rotarians who regularly visit
www.rotary.org will find something new
in every issue.

Itis a privilege today to be writ-
ing this message as Paul Harris once
wrote his, and to see his vision of this
publication — a magazine filled with
the great ideas and great works of
Rotarians — brought to life.

Dong Kurn (D.K.) Lee
President, Rotary International

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

MEETING NOTES

Cowabunga was outstanding!! A
full house of appreciative members and
guests unanimously loved the evening
and want to do it again next year.
Thanks to Kevin, the committee and
everyone who worked so hard to make
this unknown, untested event the great
success that it was.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Eight members attended the Dis-
trict Assembly at Chapman University.
This annual conference offers useful,
informative sessions for new members
and other members that need a re-
fresher course.

The Library’s Annual Authors
Luncheon is May 16. This fun event

Jeanette Contreras cooked, Jack Clement served and TC Cakiraga
supervised at Easter Eggcitement. More pictures on the web soon.

Chef Roy Redman and Kevin Padilla were among our hard working

contingent.

Paul Harris in his office at Ro-
tary headquarters in Chicago in
1945.

has featured many of our members as
celebrity waiters or Masters of Cere-
mony.

Steve Brown and Carey Orwig
each celebrated an anniversary with $50
donations.

PROGRAMS SCHEDULE
CHECK WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
e 4/15 Jen Marvin from the
Wheel Chair Foundation

e 4/22 Sister Gloriana Bednarski
will update us on her Honduran
Mission

e 4/29 RYLA report

e 5/6 Kevin Padilla simplifies
raffle rules in CA.

e 5/13 Teri Niebuhr—Craft Talk

e 5/20 Farland Chang on Pro-
moting Rotary

e 5/27 TDB
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